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Councillor Eoin Costello’s resignation of the FG whip is the latest sign of the party’s decline in Dun Laoghaire

SHANE COLEMAN
POLMCAL CORSESPONDENT

IF thete i3 one constituency thae
symbolises the decline of Fine
Gael since its peak in the 1980s.
ithas to be Dan Laoghaire

Back in the days of Garvet
FitzGerald's ltbera) crusade -
whqn the pariy seemed set to
eclipse Flanna Fiail as the
Jargest political party in the
state - Fine Gael had 33% of the
voie in the constituency: three
TDs and two senators,

Dan Laoghaire has always
had a mix of the very well-off
and a large number of working-
class voters, but with its record
of voting the “right way™ i suc-
cessive veferenda, it was as close
waspiritual homeas Fine Gael
ever hwd

Yer. by bast May's seneval olec-
tion, Fine Gael's share of the
vote was down 1o 13% and the
party for the first time ever.
failed to win a seat in the con-
stituency Party activists no
doubt consclod themseives with
the thought that things conkdnt
gL any worse,

They would have been wrong.
First, they had to watch as th™
reputation of the party's stan-
dard-bearer in the last general
election. Liam Cosgrove, took o
further batteving It emeryged In
ihe Flood iribetnal that Cosgrave
received (a1 more money from
Frank Dunlop than e had inie
tially told the tribunal

His resignation from the
party shortcircunted an inves
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tigation into hiseariieracoct 1t
toa party inquiry and seem"d to
bring to an end a political
dvnasty that produced two
heads of government and
stretched back to the founda

_tign of the state.

Then last week came the news
that the party’s brightest and
best-regarded councillor in the
area. Boin Costello. had
resigned the whip of the ﬁpe
Gael council group in Din
Laoghaire Rrthdown county
council.

In a measured statement.
Costello outlined two reasons
for this decision. The “rapidly
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increasing” council tax for the
refuse service, which the Fine
Gael group is obliged 1o support
because of its powersharing
agrecment with Flanna Fail,
was the first. The rescinding in
April of the affordable housing
resclution in the draft develop-
ment plan through the majority
support of the Fine Gael group
was thye second.

Stressing that his first oblig-
ation was 0 make decisions in
the best interests of the people
and local communities in his
ward, Costello said this princi
ple and his loyalty to the Fine
Gael eroup on the council were

o

“increasingly at odds”. The
point had been reached. he
added, where the conflict
between these two was “no
Jonger sustainable”,

While he praised party leader
Enda Kenny. saying he had
shown a willingness to take on
vested interests in the party ata
national level, he added that
~this determination has not per-
colated through to the local level
yet".

Local party sources admiee?
party is in crisis in the con-
stituency and there is a fair
degree of “internal bickering”.
There is still some residual

anger towards party headquar-
ters over the decision to add
Dublin county beard chairman
John Bailey to the party ticket
for the general election, as well
as over the then leadership's
open-armed welcome to PD
defector Helen Keogh. Both
failed o make an impact in the
general election.

“It's a bloody disaster.™ one
party source said week, adding
that the party's endless prevar-
ication over whether or not to
add a third candidate to the
party ticket Jast May, before
finally plumping for Bailey. was
“farcical” and led toalotof bad
feeling In the constituency

The source is concerned that
it will be “hard to undo the dam-
age done”, While the local elec-
tions are just over a year away
he believes the party’s real focus
should be the next general elec-
tion. A new big-name caxxlidate
is required by then, the source
says, adding: “I don't think we
showld waste their time by ask-
ix:lg them to run for the coun-
cil”.

Despite his setback last year,
John Bailey has lost none of his
appetite for the fray While some
party members guestion
whether he is the man who can
lead the fight for the party in
the constituency, his work rate is

yond reproach, He has spent
the past 11 months campaign-
ing three and four nights a week
and was also vice chalrman on
the Fine Gael task force set up to
revitalise the party in the capl-
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tal.

Balley is likely to win a nom-
ination to contest the local elec:
tions. while his daughter isalso
putting her name forward as a
candidate in the Shankill/Baily-
brack ward. The move has
prompted exaggerated jokes
that there will be a “Bailey run-
ning in every ward”. However.
Bailey dismisses suggestions
that he is trying to take over the
constituency: “T'm a team player:
I don't want to be captain or
manager”,

Born and bred in the con.
stituency, Bailey is bullish about
Enda Kenny's leadership and
the future. He also claims that
party morale has never been as
high. He says he is "hopeful”
that Costello can be persuaded
to return to the fold and believes
the party can add to the seven
council seats it currently holds
inthe arca.

Notevervone shares hisopt!-
mism. However. there is genet-
al agreement that if the party
gets its act together, there 18 still
“acertain Fine Gael vote inDan
Laoghaire™. But one party
source says that vote is largely
“liberal, right-wing” and can
only be wooed by “occupying
Fine Gael's ground. not
Labour’s as we are currenty
tryingtodo”.

One thing is certain: if Fine
Gael Is to have a future, It hasto
win at least one seat in Dan
Laoghaire in the next general
election. Those heady days of
1982 must seem a long way away.




